Capt .Frank Cosley, Southampton, Ont.

Interviewed by Wm.Wakeham and Richard Rathbun,
September 6, 1894.
I have been fishing for 20 years right
along. I have always lived here. This is
about 65 miles from the entrance of Georgian

Bay. Gill nets are the principal fishery
here. There are no pound nets here at alij
There &re none between here and (Georgian Bay.
They have fished pound nets down in Sable
Bay south of here. 1 do not know of any
pound nets betwgen here and Goderich. Their
do not fish fyke nets here. There is no
seine fishing here now, but there used to be.
They used to fish seines on the Sable beach
and catch an immense lot of herring at one

time. There is no hook and line fishing of

any quantity. They catch a few little her-
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riné about 6 inches loﬁg in the wintsr. It
is very seldom that they get any trout then.
They seined here up to last year. {Pis fish-
ing place north of us used to be an Indian
reservation and the Government put the whites
off it 2 years ago, and the Indians bought
all their outfits and starved to death at it.
The whites canght a lot of herring in the
fall before that. They have seined sinece I
came here and before that. Xach man had a
seine and I think 1/4 mile of beach was his
allowance, and the beach was about 5 miles
long. That is from Sable River south for 5
miles. They also fished seines on a couple
of islands north of Chiefs Point in the
southern part of the Fishing Islands, the
first island you come to, which they call
Whitefish Island. The bag of the seine was
2 inches I think., The wings would be larger.

There are 2 or 3 gizes of the wings. They



will be large st the end and get smaller as
they come to the bag. 1t took 5 or 6 men to
pull one seine in. The place where they
fished thenm wés sandy bottom. If seines
could be used up sbove the islands it would
be a mint for & person, but it is 21l rock
there so they camnot hsul them. They fished
the seines only in the fall for herring.
They used to fish & little in the spring,
but not very much. They would get herring
in the spring and some large whitefish. They
would not take small whitefish in the spring.
In the fall they used to start seining in
September, about the middle, and fish
through October and up to November, but
there was not very much done after October.
I have heard very many complaints of the de-
crease of whitefish being caused by the
seines, but I‘cbuld‘not say for myself wheth-

er they did or not. They would not get many
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trout in the seines. They would get no

perch, but would accidentally get some pick-

e,

erel. This year there are 5 tugs fishing
gill nets, and there were 6 the biggest part
of the time, and there were 6 or 7 sail
boats. There are more than that now because
a lot ceme down from the Georgian Bay. There
has been 4 come down from the Georgian Bay,
so that there wonld be about 10 sail boats
here now. There have never been more tugs
here than now. There were no tugs here when
I came here. They began to fish from here
about 7 years ago, and they have gradually
increased since. Of course, it is the men
of the town who fish them. They are owned
here. The Buffalo Company owns one of the
boats this year. Logey & MeCauley own 3
tugs this year. They used to have more sail

boats and less tugs. When I first came here

* there were not as many sail boats as now,



but I have seen as meny as 20 boats here

about 10 or 12 years ago. Some of the sail
boats dropped off before the tugs came here
because fishing got poor and they would lose

money, and the Buffalo Company got to fish-

. ing here and they run the poor fishermen out.

We use both herring and trout nets in the
fall. The hereing nets are 2 3/4-inch and
they are 50 meshes desp. We have had them
18 meshes, but they are not that now. We
have them as low as 12 or 14 meshes deep.
The size of the mesh is 5 1/2-inch. Trout
nets and whitefish nets are differsnt. The
mesh in the whitefish nets is 4 1/2 and

4 3/4. They are 18 meshes deep. We use the
trout nets about the last of August. Do not
use it in the spring. We begin to use it
the last of August and use it until we fin-
ish up. Ve use the whitefish nets in the

spring as soon as we start. As a rule they
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9. start about the first of April. They start
as soon a8 navigation is open. They gener-
ally quit the summer fishing the last of Au-
gust; that is, the sail boats; but the tugs
fish out on the reef right through the sum-
mer. The sail boats as & rule quit about
the last of August. They do not tzke the
whitefish nets up ageain until the next

ﬁﬁuuiﬁ 4. spring. The herring nets are not used much

'5&“‘Mw until the last of CGetober. They are not

used in the spring. We fish them through
November. The close season does not apply
to the herring nets. They will fish herring
nets all through November. The water
ﬂd“ﬁ/u7é’MP freezes up here about Decenber 15. There
#;;a;/,bbk’has been some fishing done here in the win-
‘ ter, but not muech; that is, under the ice.
F@‘ They covld not make it pay. For one reason,
. you can hardly ever gét iece that is fit to

fish on &= it is too rough. We would some-



345

times fish [or suckers in the winter, but
never for whitefish or trout. They have set
whitefish nets in the winﬁer, but naper got
more than 2_or 3. The tugs do not use her-
ring nets at 21l. They unse the whitefish
nets end some trout nets in the fzll. The
szil boats start in about the last of August
and fish for trout and herring. As & rule
when the trout go out there is zbout a week
or so of herring fishing. Sometimes there
is a lot of herring netting in the water.
Bsch man is supposed to have about 8 or 10
nets. There would be &bout 40 or 50 boats
up 2t the islands where I fish in the ral;.
but they come from differert places. There
would be probably € or 7 go from here. Ths
herring fishing is done about the Fishing
Islands, and up as far as Cape Hurd. We
used ts be a@ble to cateh the fish inside of

the islands altogether, but now you camnot.
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They heve to go on the outside of the shosls
now, The herring are not on the inside now
and you have to go to the open lzke for them.
There esre shoale of water there that run out
in the lake 2 or 3 miles. Some say the
ceuse of it isg that the water has gone down
2 or 3 reet. .I never heard the Fishing
Islands called by any other name. The her-
ring nets have about 50 leeds and therv are 6
feet epart. ‘The net is so deep thgt vou
have te heve more corks on it than on the
other nets. The herring nets 2re all set on
the bottom. Thers is no particular way of
setting them only to get in shallow water
ebount the depth of the net., It is stony bot-
tom where we fish them., They oeccasionally
get a trout in the herring nets, but nothing
elee. Do not get sny whitefish.’ The her- e
ring run pretty big size here.4 Ve get lots

of herring 12 inches long, but the average
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would be &bouvt 10 incnes. We do not get any
small ones in the herring nets, as they go
throngh.,. We will get them 28 small as 8
inches. As 2 rule these smell ones gill in
the mesh. I would judge that the herring
would aversgze sbout 1/2 pound. It takes
about 15 dozen to 100 pounds. They set the
nets sometimes within & stoné's throw of the
beach, and we never go out very far with the
herring nets. Go out sometimes halfl a mile,
but” it depends upoh the weather. Around the
islands we would go out helf a mile from the
islands. The nerring gre not as plenty =as
they used to be., Thegy do nol cume 28 early
now. We used to ecdteh lots of them in Octo-
ber, but now you cannot get “them in’fhat
month ‘at all hardly. We havs never fished
the herring ih ihe“@pﬁing. “The herring have
decreassd, or at least we do not caich as

many &s we used to.” They f{ish [or them just




3¢ 57
10

as much as they did when I started in. They
mey be just as thick as thegy used to be, but
where we have to go to cateh them we cemnot
£0 only in fine weather. It usad to be 8o
we could set in any weather, roush or smooth,
when they cams in the best around the isl-
ands, and perhaps thal is the reason why
there are not so mahy ceught. 1 ean safely
say thet there is not lOO_packages czight
now for every 400 that were eawugnt years ago,
and ther; are just as many lish for them.
The water is sbout 2 feet lower than it used
to be. It has raised & little this summer,
however. I think it began to fall 10 or 12
years ago. We used to catecn the herring en-
tirely behind the islands and did not fish
outside at all. It used to be deeper weter
where we used to catch thé&n inside the isl-

ands than it is now. There is & chain of

islands run slong for about 20 miles close

together end there is a chennel heotweer the
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islands and inside of that there may be e
mile where there is no islends &t 21l and
that is where we used to cateh them., We
used to eatch & good many in Stokes Bay,
That water has not been fouled in any way.

There are mills in ‘there and they used to

‘let ithe sawdust run in the water, but they

do not now. THose herring ere shipped to

Cenadian markets. They were neasrly 211 selt-

ed then. Ve ussd to freeze 8 few, but not

of any account., There was not money enough

2

in it to pay for freezing. The large trout
nei s are used from sbout the last of August
uniil November. The tugs and sail boats

bothi fish ther. The boats fisiied only the

trovt nets then, but the tugs fished both

for awhile, but quit them alter & short time.

A s8il boat will use asbout 20 nets if there

ere 2 men in a boet, and if there are 3 men

she would want about 30. The tugs generally
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have about 60 nets. The sail boats wonld
have 30 nets in 3 gangs and the tugs would
have 60 nets in 2 gangs. If a tug was prop-
erly fPitted out, he would heve to have about
36 nets to 2 gang and have about 3 pgengs.
They heave fished that number. The trout
nets ere about 70 leads and 8 feet apart.

The whitefish nets the leads are & feet

-

apart, Whitefish nets the turs uvse 36 nets

i

to a gang, and someé have 5 gangs to s tug.
The sail‘boats would have ambout 15 nsts to a
gang and fish esbout 4 gangs. They are long-
er than the trout néts:‘ They run from 80 to
100 leads and thgy &are 9 lfeet apart. A No.
60 thread will run 100 léads and To.50 about
80 leads. The Tinher the twine is the more
fish they will catch, but the fine twine is
a little costlier, ” In deep weter the coars-
er twine will ecatch about &#s many ish and

they are cheoper. They use the ine twine
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for the inside fishing. The s#il bozts in
the spring go to deep weter 8s soon ss they
berin. To pget deep watsr they heave to go 12
or 15 miles. They fish inside of 12 miles
also. In the spring they hardly ever go in-
to less than 30 fathoms for & month or 2,
end will go up to 706 or 80 Tethoms. They do
not go very far up or down the coesst, but go
ebeout streicht ont, gither west or north-
west., Tney o south-west sometimes, but

hasvdly ever. They o west sounth-west some-

times. There is sail boet fishing vwp off

the Pishing Islands in the summer season.
After the spring fishing, about July, they
will o up &nd down the shore. They will go
5 miles north and about 10 or 15 miles
south. In the summer they" fish "in any depth
of water and 81l over. A sail dboat wouvld
not go over 15 or 16 miles from lsnd. 1In

the fall the seil boats some of them go up




the shore and some fish here &boul the last
of this month, They will not [ish 25 miles
up in the fell, however. They do not go out
over € or 7 miles from lend in the f211. In

the spring the tugs go to deep waier 2s soon

" as they start. They will go out [erther

" than the boats, but the Ffarther they g0 the

shaliower the water thgy get. Thay zo out
on the reefs as early as they can go. They
fish up the coast at least half way to Cspe
Hurd. They go 40 or 50 mileg out now about
west by north, right straight out in the
lake. They fish on the big reef out thers.
All the region about her® is fished with
gill nets. You '‘¢an Fish for trout in about
2 febt of water in the Tall, but ordina:ily

they fish for trout in gbout 18 fathoms.

"They get nothing but trout on the big reef

and they get them all through the vear. They

use the whitefish nete for trout 211 through
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the year except in tne fall wher tnsy are

b {

fishing larger mesh for the f211 trout. The V'
trout they cateh on the big reef yvou cannot
get until in the‘fbll? They are a different
kind of fish end sre smaller and have a big
belly on them, and the others ares hard and
gslim. These trout will run about 4 pounds.
They do not get many small ones. Ths fall
trout are big fellows mnning zbout 38 and 10
pounds. We get them in shallow water some-
times and in deep weter sormetimes, 18 or 19
fathoms, I do not know when the trout spawn.
I have caunght them with the spswn running
from them most any time afier the last of Oc-
tober. 1 heave seen the spewn in them pretty
ripe about that time. And then again you
will fish on up to the last thing &nd thers
will be some with spawn in 2long in November.

I never saw spewn mnning freely in October.

I have teken them with the spawn running
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from them in November. That is what they
call the fell trout. I heve caught swamer
trout with spawn in also out on the big reef.
You will eatch them most any time with spawn

in them. Will esteh them during the summer

"with the spawn runriing sometimes. T believe

there are some trout spawning &ll the time.
Thaet would be in 25 or 30 fathoms. You will
7et some with ripe spawn in the spring occa-

sionally. Lots of times on the reefs when

“dressing the fish in the summer youv will

come across them with spawn loose in them,

I never fish on the reefs aiter tne last of
August. The tugs run out there later than
that, But I have heard them say they c¢aught
them with spawn in them at all times. Trout
arg not &s abundant &as they ussd to be.
There has been quileg & uscrease. You camot
catch as many now as you could. The most

falling off hes been in the shallow water




s .

i\

4:&’

JI6
17

trout., The Spring snd soumer fisnery is bet-
ter in proportion thnan the fall fishery., 1
£Vess we nave not done as well Fishing for
the 1ast € or 7 yesrs as wg used to do.
Somet imes one man will neve z streak of luek
end get pood esterds ang the mar next to him
might not ret any. Years s#go @verybddy ussd
to do pretty wall.™ I do ot think tiiere has
been any diflfesrence in the 'size. 1In the
spring vou eannot Fet an:.w whnitefisn in_
pPlaces around thig comst withont Jyou go to
16 or 18 fathoms for tiaem and you ean hardly
get &ny at all, even there, but that is
where we nsed to emteh them years ago ana
they get a Tew there now. We used to fish
for them Prom hers to' the north of Sable.

In the sumrier there are no whitefisih caught
here of Any qQuentity. We do not figh for

them &t 211 in the fall. We pget some large

whitefish here weighing 10 or 12 bounds in
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the trout nets, but only an odd one. The
0ld whitefish gfounds were from 18 to 20
fathoms of water about 5 or 6 miles from
here and up as far as Stokes Bay on the out-
side grounds, and up to Big Island. We do
not get 1/4 of the whitefish we used to.

The best season for them used to be June and
July. I 4o not know as fhere.are any spawn-
ing grounds for whitefish here. There has
been a few caught around the Fishing Islands
in the fall, but not many. I do not think
the whitefish run smeller in size than for-
merly. When we fished here in November we
were not able to do much fishing as the

weather was too rough. In the gill nets we

got herring, whitefish armd trout. We got no "
C Hue oGk

pickerei} "I have cawght one pickerel this

Pickerel are not taken here at all.

summer .
Do not get the yellow perch in the gill nets,

but catch an odd one in the herring nets.
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We have the black bass here, but there are
very few caught. I have not known a eat-
fish to be caught here. 1 have known stur-
geon to be caught here, but there neve; hes
been many caught here. We get the lawyer.
Get no sheepshead in the nets, but catch

them with the hook &and line in the river

here. You can get pike in the gill nets pro-

~viding you set for them, but they are never

fished for here. They occur in muddy bottom
in the bays around the little islands. We
get the maskinonge here and generally eatch
them with the pike. Have no German carp
here. We get lots of suckers in the white-
fish gill nets. We gst the moon-eye here in
deep water in the whitefish nets. We do not
get the menominee whitefish here that I know
of. Do not get the yellow fin or long-jaw.

Pound nets are not allowed about here is the

reason they do not fish them. They are a
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kind of net I do not know anything about.
They have applied for licenses here to {ish
tnem, You.could not very well fish them on
the shore here, but you could fish them up
among the islandse. Those islands are above
the Indian reservation. There are not very
many fish destroyed in the gill nets. If it
happens to blow 3 or 4 days and you do not
get out to your nets perhaps a few fish
canght the first night are not fit to ship,
but as a rmle they are fit to salt. Here
you do not get any smell whitefish in the
£ill nets, but in Georgian Bey you will get
small ones. I think about 2 pounds is about
es small as 1 have seen caught in the net.
The size of the mesh in the herring gill net
I think is 211 right as it is. I think any
bigger than that you woﬁld let them through

ard any smaller then that you would not

cateh then at all. I believe if the white-
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7nij' » fish net was a little larger in the mesh

pures 7

-
S

S

they might not get as many f{ish, but might

get juet as much in weight. 2 2 pound_white—bi
fish is & feir fish up in the Gscrgian Bay,
but you do not get any smeall ones here. A
whitefish weighing 1 1/3 pounds dressed
would be a nice lump of a fish for markst.
They lose considerable gill netting by
storms somet imes. The fisheérmen about here
nave no other oceupation except fisning. It
tekes them all the winter to get their out-
fits ready for the next year. A man who
fishes here makss & business of it anrd does
nothing else. There is no spsaring done e
here, and 1 @c¢ not think it was ever done
here. The fish offal is used for ¢il. There

ig none of it thrown back intov the lzke. I
could not say that it does any harm to throw

it back, but the most of the men seem to

think it does harm. I heve naver seen much
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offal thrown in in my time. They make guite
g littie c¢il here from tnat. It used to bhe

worth 40 cente a gellon, but it is down &

F 3
little now. They used to sell some of it

nere to the tanneries, but the most of it
goes to the refineriss and tiey fix it over
end meke it pure. Thsere has bgen no troudble
from the refuse of ssw mills hsre. There
used to be & few little mills up at Golden
Valley, and tne fishermen used to say theyA
taought thet was tne reasson why the herring
did not came intovthe beys. Ths tanneries
here did harm to the hook anu line fishing
in the river. They used to caten pickerel,
bess end pike in the river, but now you c¢an
hardly get any. 1 do not think it hurts the
leke any, however. The Government has
dredged the harbor this year. One year they
took the north-of the river and dumped it in

as close to the shore as they could get and
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encther year they tock ii south znd dumped
it close to thet shore. Téey dumred it
close to the shore T guess because thoyv
thought it would wash‘in on the shors. The
tanneries run both winter ard@ svmmer. We
get a few herring in the river here irn the
winter. The rafting does harm to thz gill

nets T am sure. There is not eroush refting

to do any harm close in here, however. There

has been no compleint out herse orn the reef -

yet either. Georgian Bey is the only place

T know of where it has done any harm. I

think the 0il factory burn the mwfvss after
they extreet the oil from it. Therec used to

be 2 refineries here, but now there is but

one. No fish are eauht here for fertiliz-

ing purposes. The decraase in tre w%-;?.tefish?
has been cm':sed by their being cauzht off.

They never took any small whitefish here in

gi111l nets and I do not think the seines
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caught than enough t¢ causg the decreass en-

tirely. 7Ths decrease in the trout I think
iz caused by other fish destiroying their
spawn, and it mey be the scume with whitefish.
There agre & greet many swuwkers around here.
We generally find the suckers just at the
edges of the rocks betwegen the mud tottom
and the rock bottom in 10 or 12 fathoms, and
in the winter you can caich them ¢loss in

tc any siream. The suckers certainly de-
stroy more spawn in cone seeson than all the
Tishermen togetiaer in & year. 1 do not knov—;;
how the wihitefish could be kepf here if they
were put back here. The whitelfish feed
chiefly on worms. We used Lo ses ths worms
when we wers fishing for wiiitefishi and we
get them on the nets now. "1 do not think we
bring up &8 many of these worms, howsver, as
we used to. At one time it was so you could

scoop the worms right off the boat. 1 have
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never éeen that .food as thick in the Geor-_
gian Ray as here. The spring close season
B N
has no affeect here 28 we have no pickerel or
7”ub7’, bass fishing. There are no restrictions but
the size of the mesh and the close season in
November. I think those restrictions are
all rischt., I @o not think youv could get up
7,.»«"' eny better size net than we have now. I do
not think thev catch too meny smell fish.
'JL:;; Ve do not pet eny whitefish in the same s
.a;;:} plece thet we pet the herrine, but get an

odd trout occasionslly where vou eatcech her-

_L ..9. ring. You will set a herring net and not i
ﬁ::;; cet enyvthine in it but herring, except per- %
wir haps an odd trout. No whitefish, pickerel

i —

or any other kind of fish. I think it is

rirht senonch to pay & license, but I say let

evervhody -fish that wants to. I do not
*7”»r’ think there wouvld be too many fishing then

7Wfd , because it tekes a pood fisherman to make 2




36 3~
26

living at it. I do not think there would be

any difference in the number of people fish-

~ing, as they wounld not make it pay. I do

il

«~+# Tnot know as it would have been any better if
j:::ji'{ﬁere had not been so many nets fished in

the beginning. There is lots of room in the

it

Yy

hearbor for more fishermen, and I do not
think if there were 10 more fishermen here

it would meke my catch any smaller. The riv-

<

f%:::;;; er is full ernough and there is hardly room

for them in the harbor, but that is on ac-

a.

ﬁw:-count of the shellow water. I do not think

et
J i wrv~7 the tug fishing hes hurt the fishing. Some
/

i

men here are still msking money fishing tugs.

On the Georgian Bay it has been a failure

this year for the tugs, so I have heard.

The boat fishermen have only made an ordina-
A’kf/v%,& ry living out of the fishing. The boat fish-
A‘Ji“” ing is nearly dope in this region right here.

g‘&gk"Ay The decrezse seems to be mainly near the
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810re in the shallow weter, and you czimnct
get far enough sway with the sail beats. If
you cannot get fish in one place with a tug,
you can go to anciher, end perhaps the place
you left in 3 or 4 weeks will be just as
good as the place you went to sc¢ you can go
back again, end sv on. 1If you want to go to

work to fish to make monsy, you might better

‘get in a tug then & fish boat, If the tug

fishing was prohibited, it would probabvly
break up the fishing pretty well, uniess we

might get more fish in the sail bosts if

/
i

there wsre no tugs. We do not fish in Hoveu#
ber for whitefish or trout at all. 1f the
close season wes extended to nerring, it
would@ stop the fishing right up. We would
fish for trout through all of November if we
could, &s the weather is good enoughh for
fisning then. I think the trout fisaing

would be all right snough in Noverver, not-




vithstanding the roweh weter 2and the denger

bre OF l0sing pnets. Tf there wzs no close see-
V4

Gufz:;f;:: son here, I think we wonld ret more fish
/ then we do. T think if we eawht the fish

nmwﬂ»?’”buﬁ/ Yoveanber it wonld esuse ther to decrease |

ol

more. They hsve plented {"ish here, but not 77/

.

ﬂé;"ﬁyuﬂ very mveh, only once to my krowledge. 7T
think it was‘trnnt. I forpet whether it was
this summer or lest swmmer. They just went
outsiéeihere 2 pigce. T think they heve
planted qnrite a Pew in Georgien Bay., It is

the general opinion annng the fishermsen that

the pleantins of artificielly hatched fish is

& good idea and should be continved, and on

e largser sceala., It would be gasy to get

Tt spewning trout here in the fall, but you
5%JH’”'1 conld not get whitefish here. You might get
Y g [fev whitefishi on the back of the islands,

but it is so late in the fell that you would

hardly cver get weether to do it, You counld
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get trout up tnere, too, 23 wecll as here.

Georgiesn Bey would bs the best placs, as it

is the plece wnhere they ceten thew thie most.

M/ I have never taker epgs from wiitefish and

g M/‘jﬂ" mixed the milt with tioem, :;r;d 1 do not know
how to do it, 1 think i{ the i‘i'ssA.ezm.en were
requasted to tmke the eges and miit and mix
them end return them to tue wster they would
do it. But you might be apie to do it soms-
times, and sometimes you could not do it.
In stormy weather you could not do it very

s -1 well., 1 think the under sized fisn could be

M sgperated anc putl back in tne water alive,

We put little trout back and thsy are just

es lively &8 ever, bul we nover get little

B
=

P

whitefish, Tuaere arec not very many litile

S

ones that would be acad, as thiey do not gill,
® but just estch by their tgeth, and they are

iy ell thrown beck 'in the water end live. We

M get the bhloet, or little mirrowe, o&s we esll
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then here, in deep water. The minvte they

come to the surfsce, they burst, ss thay are

8ll swoller up. We have to prieck our.trout 7
whien they come up, s they are swollsn some.
I saw a pound net one time take ont 1%% stur-

reon on the Grant Islands in Georgian Bey.

Mr,Cosley is a netive born Censdian with

Francly blood.



J/0



